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addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, P. O. Bps 1 450, Alexandria, VA 22313 on the date below: 



Date' Name l u I 




Commissioner For Patents 
P. 0. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313 

Dear Sir: 1 

I. AMENDMENT; 

P. RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT DATED JULY 8. 2005 

t 

This paper is submitted in response to the Restriction Requirement dated July 8, 

2005. 



Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1 .136(a), Applicants petition ft* an extension of time for 

J 

two month(s) to and including October 8, 2005, in which to respond to the Office Action 
dated July 8, 2005. 



Pursuant to 37 C.F.R §1.17, a check in the amount of $450.00 is enclosed, which 
is the fee for a two month(s) extension of time. No additional fees are believed due, 
however should any fees under 37 CFR 1.16-1.21 be required for any reason relating to 
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the enclosed materials, the Commissioner is authorized to deduct such additional fees 

from Deposit Account No. 10-1205/LCOM:006. In accordance with 37 CFR 1.136(a)(3), 

i 

the Commissioner is authorized to treat any concurrent or future reply that requires a 
petition for an extension of time under 37 CFR 1.126(a) to be timely, as incorporating a 
petition for extension of time for the appropriate length of time, and the Commissioner is 
authorized to deduct any requisite extension of time fees under 37 CFR 1.16 to 1.21 from 
Deposit Account No. 10-1205/ LCOM:006. 

The examiner is invited to contact the undersigned at the phone number indicated 
below with any questions or comments, or to otherwise facilitate expeditious and 
compact prosecution of the application. 

Reconsideration of the application is respectfully requested. 

t 
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L AMENDMENT 



In the Claims: 

Please amend claims 9-21, 23-35, 52, 54, and 56-84. Please add new claims 85- 
86. Please cancel claims 8, 22, and 53. 

1-8. (Cancelled) 

> 

9. (Currently Amended) The a e rial dispersion systom method of claim * 20, wherein said 
aerial dispersant holding tanks are configured with a shape and outer dimensions that 
correspond to dimensions of a cargo container employed in the side-loading cargo system 
of said host aircraft. k 

■ i 

1 0. (Currently Amended) The aorial dispersion system method of claim * 20, wherein 
said aerial dispersant holding tanks are configured with a shape and dimensions for 
installation in a passenger compartment of said host aircraft through a passenger door 
opening of said fixed wing host aircraft. 

► 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The a e rial disp e rsion systom method of claim & 20, wherein 
each of said aerial dispersant holding tanks comprises at least one flow opening on a first 
end of said holding tank, said first flow opening being configured to sealably mate with a 
flow opening of an adjacent aerial dispersant holding tank when two or more of said 
aerial dispersant tanks are positioned in adjacent end-to-end relationship within the 
baggage or cargo hold of said host aircraft. 

■ 

i 

12. (Currently Amended) The a e rial dispersion systom method of claim & 20, wherein a 
first one of said aerial dispersant holding tanks is configured to be coupled to at least a 

3 
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second one of said aerial dispersant holding tanks to provide a dispersant material flow 
path from said first aerial dispersant holding tank to said second aerial dispersant holding 
tank when said first and second aerial dispersant tanks are positioned in adjacent front 
end-to-rear end relationship within the baggage or cargo hold of said host aircraft. 

13. (Currently Amended) The a e rial disp e rsion syst e m method of claim & 20, wherein 
said dispersal regulator comprises at least a part of a dispersal equipment container or a 
dispersal equipment pallet. 

14. (Currently Amended) The a e rial dioporoion syst e m method of claim * 20, wherein 
said dispersal regulator comprises a pump. 

1 5. (Currently Amended) The a e rial disp e rsion Gystom method of claim 12, wherein at 
least one of said first or second aerial dispersant tanks comprises flow control equipment 
configured to control flow of materials from said first aerial dispersant holding tank to 
said second aerial dispersant holding tank. 

1 6. (Currently Amended) The aoriol dispersion system method of claim & 20, further 
comprising a cargo door configured to be removably disposed within a cargo opening of 
said host aircraft; and wherein said airborne dispersal device is configured to be coupled 
to said dispersal regulator through said cargo door. 

17. (Currently Amended) The a e rial dispersion syst e m method of claim S 20, wherein 
said aerial dispersion system further comprises comprising a passenger door configured 
to be removably disposed within a passenger door opening of said host aircraft; and 



4 



wherein said airborne dispersal device is configured to be coupled to said dispersal 
regulator through said passenger door. 

1 8. (Currently Amended) The a e rial disp e rsion syst e m method of claim S 20, wherein 
said two or more aerial dispersant holding tanks comprise a material containment 
subsystem; wherein said dispersal regulator comprises a material dispersal subsystem; 
and wherein said aerial dispersion system further comprises a control subsystem 
configured to be coupled to said material containment subsystem and said material 
dispersal subsystem. ; 



19. (Currently Amended) The a e rial disporoion ovotom method of claim 18, wherein said 
aerial dispersion system further comprises comprising a navigation subsystem, a 
communications subsystem, and a sensor subsystem; wherein said navigation subsystem, 
communications subsystem, and sensor subsystem are configured to be coupled to said 
control subsystem; and wherein said control subsystem, said navigation subsystem and 
said communications subsystem are configured to be coupled to one or more Host 
Aircraft Systems. 

20. (Currently Amended) A method of temporarily converting a at least one fixed wing 
host aircraft for aerial dispersion purposes, comprising^ 

removably installing the an aerial dispersion system of claim 8 on a said fixed 
wing host fix e d wing aircraft to form an aircraft-based material 
dispersion system: and 

then removing said aerial dispersion system from said fixed wing host aircraft: 

wherein said aerial dispersion system comprises: 

5 
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two or more modular aerial dispersant holding tan ks configured to be 
sequentially loaded into said host aircraft and coup led together within 
said host aircraft to provide a dispersant material flow path, 

a dispersal regulator configured to be couple d to said two or more aerial 
dispersant holding tanks, and 

an airborne dispersal device configured to be co upled to said dispersal 
regulator and 

wherein said aerial dispersant holding tanks are configured with a shape and outer 
dimensions that correspond to dimensions of a c argo container 
employed in a side-loading cargo system of said fixed wing host 
aircraft, or wherein said two or more modular aerial dis persant holding 
tanks are configured for installation and removal from a n aircraft 
passenger compartment of said fixed wing host air craft through a 
passenger door opening of said fixed wing h ost aircraft, 

2 1 . (Currently Amended) An aerial dispersion method, comprising romovably installing 
the a e rial disp e rsion syst e m of claim 8 on a host fix e d wing aircraft to form an aircraft - 
bas e d mat e riaklisp e r s ion syst e m; and aerially dispersing a material from said aircraft- 
based material dispersion system of claim 20 after installing said aeria l dispersion system 
on said host fixed wing aircraft and prior to removing said aerial' d ispersion system from 
said fixed wiflg host aircraft . 

22. (Cancelled) 
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23. (Currently Amended) The aircraft bas e d mat e rial dispersion system method of claim 
33. 22, wherein said two or more aerial dispersant holding tanks are configured to be 
removably disposed within said baggage or cargo hold of said host aircraft using said 
side-loading cargo system of said host aircraft. . 

24. (Currently Amended) The aircraft baa e d matorial disp e rsion systom method of claim 
33 32, wherein said two or more aerial dispersant holding tanks are configured to be 
removably disposed within a passenger compartment of said host aircraft through said 
passenger door opening. 

25. (Currently Amended) The aircraft bas e d matorial disporsion oystom method of claim 
23, wherein said at least one aircraft-based material dispersion system comprises two or 
more of said aerial dispersant holding tanks coupled together and removably disposed in 
adjacent front end-to-rear end relationship within said baggage or cargo hold of said host 
aircraft. 

26. (Currently Amended) The aircraft bas e d matorial dispersion systom method of claim 

24, wherein said at least one aircraft-based material dispersion system comprises two or 
more of said aerial dispersant holding tanks coupled together and removably disposed in 
adjacent front end-to-rear end relationship within said passenger compartment of said 
host aircraft. 

27. (Currently Amended) The aircraft based matorial dispersion systom method of claim 

25, wherein said at least one aircraft-based material dispersion system further comprises 
comprising flow control equipment coupled to at least one of said aerial dispersant 
holding tanks and configured to control flow of materials between two or more of said 
aerial dispersant holding tanks. % 
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28. (Currently Amended) The aircraft basod material disporsion syst e m method of claim 

25, wherein said at least one aircraft-based material dispersion system further comprises 
comprising a cargo door removably disposed within a cargo opening of said host aircraft; 
and wherein said airborne dispersal device is coupled to said dispersal regulator through 
said cargo door. 

29. (Currently Amended) The aircraft based material disporsion syst e m method of claim 

26, wherein said at least one aircraft-based material dispersion system further comprises 
comprising a passenger door removably disposed within a passenger door opening of said 
host aircraft; and wherein said airborne dispersal device is coupled to said dispersal 
regulator through said passenger door. 

30. (Currently Amended) The aircraft based material disporcion syst e m method of claim 
23, wherein said dispersal regulator and said airborne dispersal device are removably 
installed on said host aircraft. 

3 1 . (Currently Amended) The aircraft based material disporsion syst e m method of claim 
33 22, wherein said two or more aerial dispersant holding tanks comprise a material 
containment subsystem; wherein said dispersal regulator comprises a material dispersal 
subsystem; and wherein said aerial dispersion system further comprises a control 
subsystem coupled to said material containment subsystem and said material dispersal 
subsystem. 

32. (Currently Amended) The aircraft basod material disporsion syst e m method of claim 
31, wherein said at least one aircraft-based material dispersion system further comprises 
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GompriGing a navigation subsystem, a communications subsystem, and a sensor 
subsystem; wherein said navigation subsystem, communications subsystem, and sensor 
subsystem are coupled to said control subsystem; and wherein said control subsystem, 
said navigation subsystem and said communications subsystem are coupled to one or 
more Host Aircraft Systems. 

33. (Currently Amended) An aerial dispersion method, comprising aerially dispersing 
one or more materials from fee at least one aircraft-based material dispersion system , said 
at least one aircraft-based material dispersion system comprising: e£elaiffl^*3- 

a fixed wing host aircraft: 

two or more modular aerial dispersant holding tanks sequentially disposed within 
said fixed wing host aircraft, said two or more modular aerial 
dispersant holding tanks being coupled together within said fixed wing 
host aircraft to provide a dispersant material flowpath; 

a dispersal regulator disposed on said host aircraft and coupled to said two or 
more aerial dispersant holding tanks: and 

an airborne dispersal device disposed on said host aircraft and coupled to said 
dispersal regulator; 

wherein said two or more aerial dispersant holding tanks are disposed within a 
baggage or cargo hold of said fixed wing host aircraft and are 
configured to be compatible with a side-loading aircraft cargo system 
of said fixed wing host aircraft, or wherein said two or more aerial 
dispersant holding tanks are disposed within a passenger compartment 
of said fixed wing host aircraft and are configured for installation and 
removal from an aircraft passenger compartment of said fixed wing 



9 



(. (i 

host aircraft throush a passenger door opening of said fixed wing host 
aircraft: and 

wherein said method further comprises installing said two or more modular aerial 
dispersant holding tanks, said dispersal regulator and said airborne 
dispersal device on said fixed wing host aircraft prior to aerially 
dispersing said one or more materials from said at least one aircraft- 
based material dispersion system; and 

wherein said method further comprises removing said two or more modular aerial 
dispersant holding tanks, said dispersal regulator and said airborne 
dispersal device from said fixed wing host aircraft after aerially 
dispersing said one or more materials from said at least one aircraft- 
based material dispersion system . 



34. (Currently Amended) Aft The aerial dispersion method of claim 33, comprising 
aerially dispersing one or more materials in a coordinated manner from a fleet of aircraft- 
based material dispersion systems of claim 33 33- : and wherein said method further 
comprises installing said two or more modular aerial dispersant holding tanks, said 
dispersal regulator and said airborne dispersal device on each aircraft of said fleet of said 
fixed wing host aircraft prior to aerially dispersing said one or more materials from said 
fleet of aircraft-based material dispersion systems: and wherein said method further 
comprises removing said two or more modular aerial dispersant holding tanks, said 
dispersal regulator and said airborne dispersal device from each aircraft of said fleet of 
fixed wing host aircraft after aerially dispersing said one or more materials from said fleet 
of aircraft-based material dispersion systems . 



35. (Currently Amended) The aircraft bas e d mat e rial dicpercion Gyotom method of claim 
33 22, wherein said host aircraft comprises a wide body aircraft. 
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36-51. (Cancelled) 

52. (Currently Amended) The a e rial disporoion syst e m method of claim & 20, wherein 
said host aircraft comprises a wide body aircraft. 

53. (Cancelled) 

54. (Currently Amended) The a e rial dispersion method of claim 20, wherein said host 
aircraft comprises a commercial passenger or commercial cargo plane. 

55. (Previously Presented) The aerial dispersion method of claim 21, further comprising 
installing at least first and second aerial dispersant holding tanks into a baggage or cargo 
hold of said host fixed wing aircraft by siidably or rollably transporting said first and 
second aerial dispersant holding tanks within said baggage or cargo hold in a forward or 
rearward direction parallel to the longitudinal axis of the aircraft fuselage; and stacking 
said first and second aerial dispersant holding tanks in adjacent front end-to-rear end 
relationship within said baggage or cargo hold of said host aircraft. 

56. (Currently Amended) The aerial dispersion method of claim 21, wherein said method 
comprises aerially dispersing said material from said aircraft-based material dispersion 
system to suppress a fire prior to removing said aerial dispersion system from said fixed 
wing host aircraft . 
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57. (Currently Amended) The aircraft based material dispersion system method of claim 
33 32, wherein said host aircraft comprises a commercial passenger or commercial cargo 
plane. 

58. (Currently Amended) The aircraft booed material disporsion system method of claim 
23, wherein said two or more aerial dispersant holding tanks are configured with a shape 
and outer dimensions that correspond to dimensions of a cargo container employed in 
said side-loading cargo system of said host aircraft. 

59. (Currently Amended) The aerial dispersion method of claim 33, wherein said method 
comprises aerially dispersing said one or more materials from said aircraft-based material 
dispersion system to suppress a fire prior to removine said t wo or more modular aerial 
dispersant holding tanks, said dispersal regulator and said airborne disp ersal device from 
said fixed wing host aircraft . 

60. (Currently Amended) The aerial dispersion method of claim 34, wherein said method 
comprises aerially dispersing said one or more materials from said fleet of aircraft-based 
material dispersion systems to suppress a fire prior to removing said two or more modular 
aerial dispersant holding tanks, said dispersal regulator and said airborne dispersal device 
from each aircraft of said fleet of fixed wing host aircraft. 

6 1 . (Currently Amended) The aircraft bosod material dicporsion.systom method of claim 
58, wherein said two or more aerial dispersant holding tanks are disposed and stacked in 
end to end manner within said baggage or cargo hold of said host aircraft in a direction 
parallel to the longitudinal axis of the fuselage of said aircraft. 
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62. (Currently Amended) The aircraft based material disporsion systom method of claim 
61, wherein said two or more aerial dispersant holding tanks are disposed within said 
baggage or cargo hold of said host aircraft upon a surface configured to allow said cargo 
containers to be slidably or rollably transported forward or rearward in a direction 
parallel to the longitudinal axis of said aircraft fuselage. 

63. (Currently Amended) The aircraft baood material dispersion cyGtom mgthod of claim 
52, wherein said host aircraft has a gross carrying capacity of greater than or equal to 
about 1 00,000 pounds. 

64. (Currently Amended) A method of temporarily converting a t least one wide body 
host aircraft for aerial dispersion purposes An aircraft bacod matbrial disporsion syst e m , 
comprising: 

a wido body host aircraft; 

installing one twe or more aerial dispersant holding tanks dispos e d within said 
wide body host aircraft to form an aircraft-based materia l dispersion 
system: and 

then removing said one or more aerial dispersant holding tanks from said wide 
- body host aircraft , said a e rial diopersant holding tanks b e ing 
configur e d as cargo containers; 

a dispersal regulator dispos e d on said wide body host aircraft and coupled to said 
two or mor e a e rial dispersant holding tanks; and 

an airborne dispersal d e vio e disposed on said wid e body host aircraft and coupled 
to said dispersal regulator . 

13 
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65. (Currently Amended) The oii u oft based material dispersion system method 
64, wherein said wide body host aircraft has a gross carrying capacity of greater 
equal to about 100,000 pounds. 



66. (Currently Amended) The aerial dispersion method of claim 65, wherein said wide 
body host aircraft comprises a wide body passenger or wide body cargo plane. 



67. (Currently Amended) The aircraft oasod material dispersion system method of claim 
64, wherein said wide body host aircraft has a side-loading cargo system; and wherein 
said one twe or more aerial dispersant holding tanks are configured as cargo containers 
that are removably disposed within a baggage or cargo hold of said host aircraft using 
said side-loading cargo system of said host aircraft 



68. (Currently Amended) The aircraft baood material disporcion oyctom method of claim 
64, wherein said wide body host aircraft has at least one passenger door opening for 
access to a passenger compartment of said aircraft; and wherein said one twe or more 
aerial dispersant holding tanks are configured as cargo containers that are removably 
disposed within a passenger compartment of said wide body host aircraft through said 
passenger door opening. 



69. (Currently Amended) The aircraft basod material dicporoion system method of claim 
67, wherein said aircraft-based material dispersion system comprises two or more of said 
aerial dispersant holding tanks coupled together and removably disposed in adjacent front 
end-to-rear end relationship within said baggage or cargo hold of said wide body host 
aircraft. 



14 



i 



70. (Currently Amended) The aircraft based material disporoion system method of claim 

68, wherein said aircraft-based material dispersion system comprises two or more of said 
aerial dispersant holding tanks coupled together and removably disposed in adjacent front 
end-to-rear end relationship within said passenger compartment of said wide body host 
aircraft. 

71 . (Currently Amended) the aircraft based matorial dioporoion syst e m method of claim 

69, wherein said aircraft-based material dispersion system further comprising comprises 
flow control equipment coupled to at least one of said aerial dispersant holding tanks and 
configured to control flow of materials between two or more of said aerial dispersant 
holding tanks. 

72. (Currently Amended) The aircraft basod matorial dispersion system method of claim 

69. wherein said aircraft-based material dispersion system further comprising comprises a 
cargo door removably disposed within a cargo opening of said wide body host aircraft; 
and wherein said airborne dispersal device is coupled to said dispersal regulator through 
said cargo door. 

73 . (Currently Amended) The aircraft basod matorial dispersion syot e m method of claim 

70, wherein said aircraft-based material dispersion system further comprising comprises a 
passenger door removably disposed within a passenger door opening of said wide body 
host aircraft; and wherein said airborne dispersal device is coupled to said dispersal 
regulator through said passenger cargo door. 
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74. (Currently Amended) The aircraft based material disporsionsystom method of claim 
67, wherein said dispersal regulator and said airborne dispersal device are removably 
installed on said wide body host aircraft. 

75 . (Currently Amended) The aircraft basod material disporsion syst e m method of claim 
64, wherein said one twe or more aerial dispersant holding tanks comprise a material 
containment subsystem; wherein said dispersal regulator comprises a material dispersal 
subsystem; and wherein said aorial dispersion aircraft-based materia l dispersion system 
further comprises a control subsystem coupled to said material containment subsystem 
and said material dispersal subsystem. 

76. (Currently Amended) The aircraft basod matorial dispersion oystem method of claim 
75, wherein said aircraft-based material dispersion system further comprising comprises a 
navigation subsystem, a communications subsystem, and a sensor subsystem; wherein 
said navigation subsystem, communications subsystem, and sensor subsystem are 
coupled to said control subsystem; and wherein said control subsystem, said navigation 
subsystem and said co mmuni cations subsystem are coupled to one or more Host Aircraft 
Systems. 

77. (Currently Amended) An aorial dispersion The method of claim 64 t wherein said 
wide body host aircraft has a conventional passenger or conventional cargo c onfiguration 
prior to installing said one or more aerial dispersant holding tanks wi thin said wide body 
host aircraft: and wherein said method further comprising comprises: 

aerially dispersing one or more materials from the said aircraft-based material 
dispersion system of claim 64 : and 
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then removing said one or more aerial dispersant holding tanks from within said 
wide body host aircraft to return said host wide body aircraft to said 
conventional passenger or conventional cargo configuration . 

78. (Currently Amended) The aerial dispersion method of claim 77, wherein said method 
comprises aerially dispersing said one or more materials from said aircraft-based material 
dispersion system to suppress a fire prior to removing said one or more aerial dispersant 

' holding tanks from within said wide body host aircraft . 

79. (Currently Amended) An a e rial diop e rsion The method of claim 64, wherein said 
method comprises: 

converting two or more host wide body aircraft to a fleet of aircraft-based 
material dispersion systems by installing one or more aerial dispersant holding tanks 
within each of said two or more wide body host aircraft to form a fleet of aircraft-based 
material dispersion systems, each of said two or more host wide body aircraft having a 
conventional passenger or conventional cargo configuration prior to installing said one or 
more aerial dispersant holding tanks within each of said wide body host aircraft; 

comprising aerially dispersing one or more materials in a coordinated man ner 
from a said fleet of aircraft-based material dispersion systems of olaim 6 4 ; and 

then removing said one or more aerial dispersant holding tanks from within each 
of said two or more wide body host aircraft to return said two or more host wide body 
aircraft to said conventional passenger or conventional cargo configuration . 

80. (Currently Amended) The a e rial dispersion method of claim 79, wherein said method 
comprises aerially dispersing said one or more materials from said fleet of aircraft-based 
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material dispersion systems to suppress a fire prior to removinp said one or more aenal 
dispersant holding tanks from within each of **M two or more wide horty host aircraft. 



8 1 . (Currently Amended) The aorial baood mat ux ial dispersion system method of claim 
64, wherein said host aircraft comprises a commercial passenger or commercial cargo 
plane. 

> 

82. (Currently Amended) The airoraft baood mu iuii al dicporc ion nyrtm n method ofclaim 
67, wherein said two or more aerial dispersant holding tanks are configured^vith a shape 
and outer dimensions that correspond to dimensions of a cargo container employed in 
said side-loading cargo system of said host aircraft. 



83. (Currently Amended) The aircraft basod matorial dioporsion oystom method of claim 
82, wherein said two or more aerial dispersant holding tanks are disposed and stacked in 
end to end manner within said baggage or cargo hold of said host aircraft in a direction 
parallel to the longiradinal axis of the fuselage of said aircraft. 



84. (Currently Amended) The aircraft baood matorial dioperoion oystom method of claim 
83, wherein said two or more aerial dispersant holding tanks are disposed within said 
baggage or cargo hold of said host aircraft upon a surface configured to allow said cargo 
containers to be slidably or reliably transported forward or rearward in a direction 
parallel to the longitudinal axis of said aircraft fuselage. 

85. (New) An aerial dispersion method, comprising: 
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installing an aerial dispersion system of claim 20 on aircraft of a fleet of said 
fixed wing host aircraft to form a fleet of aircraft-based material 
dispersion systems of claim 20; 

then aerially dispersing one or more materials in a coordinated manner from said 
•fleet of aircraft-based material dispersion systems of claim 20; and 

then removing said aerial dispersion systems of claim 20 from each aircraft of 
said fleet of fixed wing host aircraft. 

86. (New) The aerial dispersion method of claim 85, wherein said method comprises 
aerially dispersing said one or more materials from said fleet of aircraft-based material 
dispersion systems to suppress a fire prior to removing said aerial dispersion systems of 
claim 20 from each aircraft of said fleet of fixed wing host aircraft. 
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II. RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQ UIREMENT 
Claims 9-21, 23-35, 52, 54, and 56-84 have been amended to even more 
particularly point out and claim the subject matter of the claims. Claims 85-86 have been 
added. Claims 8, 22, and 53 have been canceled. Claims 9-21, 23-35, 52, and 54-86 are 
pending in the present application. 

The claims are presented herein with the accompanying Amendments in view of 
the claims as Applicant believes them to stand following the Examiner's amendments 
described in the Detailed Action accompanying the Notice of Allowance and Fee(s) Due 
mailed January 4, 2005, and in the Examiner's Amendment accompanying the 
Supplemental Notice of Allowability mailed February 14, 2005. 

A. The Examiner Interview 

Applicant thanks the Examiner for granting an interview with Applicant's 
representative, William W. Enders, on August 31, 2005 during which the outstanding 
Restriction Requirement was discussed. 

During the interview, the Examiner stated that the statement in paragraph 4, page 
3, of the Restriction Requirement that "Currently, no claims are generic" should be 
ignored as it is incorrect with regard to aircraft type. Thus, it is Applicant's 
understanding that the Examiner agrees that the pending claims include claims generic to 
aircraft type. 
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During the interview, Applicant's representative pointed out that with regard to 
the Species Election requirement, that Commercial aircraft include hoth Passenger types 
of aircraft and Cargo Plane types of aircraft. 

Applicant's representative and the Examiner also discussed claim amendments to 
be submitted with this response to the restriction requirement These include 
amendments to the pending system claims to convert these system claims to method 
claims, and the elimination of some of the limitations of the pending system claims in 
conjunction with conversion of these claims to method claims. The Examiner indicated 
that such amendments were acceptable. 

B. Election of Claims 

Group I: previous claims 8-19, 22-32, 35, 52, 57, 58, 61-76 and 81-84; and 
Group II: previous claims 20, 21, 33, 34, 53-56, 59, 60 and 77-80. 

In response, Applicant elects to prosecute Group n, or previous claims 20, 21, 33, 
34, 53-56, 59, 60 and 77-80, without traverse. In this regard, previous system claims 
have been amended as discussed above to be method claims for inclusion with the claims 
of Group EL In addition, new claims 85-86 have been added as method claims of Group 

n. 

C. Species Election 

In response to the Species Election requirement, Applicant elects the following 
species enumerated by the Examiner in paragraph 4 of the Office Action: 
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Applicant elects "Commercial" aircraft type. As herewith amended, claims 9-21, 
23-35, 52, and 54-86 are readable thereon. Furthermore, at least claims 9-21, 23-35, 52, 
55-56, 58-80, and 82-86 are generic to aircraft type. As discussed above, each of a 
Passenger aircraft and a Cargo Plane aircraft may be a Commercial aircraft, Le. a 
Commercial aircraft include both Passenger aircraft and Cargo Plane aircraft. 

Applicant elects "Wide Bodied" fuselage construction. As herewith amended, 
claims 9-21, 23-35, 52, and 54-86 are readable thereon. Furthermore, at least claims 9- 
21, 23-34, 55-56, 58-62, and 85-86 are generic to the enumerated fuselage constructions. 

Applicant elects "In the cargo hold" cargo container location. As herewith 
amended, claims 9-21, 23-25, 27-28, 30-35, 52, and 54-67, 69, 71-72, and 74-86 are 
readable thereon. Furthermore, at least claims 9-21, 23-24, 30-35, 52, 54, 56-60, 63-66, 
75-81, and 85-86 are generic to the enumerated cargo container locations. In this regard, 
Applicants note that a baggage hold is a type of cargo hold, Le., the term "cargo hold" 
includes baggage hold cargo container locations. 

Applicant elects "A segregated interior" tank construction. As herewith amended, 
claims 9-21, 23-35, 52, and- 54-86 are readable thereon. Furthermore, claims 9-21, 23-35, 
52, and 54-86 are generic to the enumerated interior tank constructions. 

Applicant elects "Automatic" dispersal actuation. As herewith amended, claims 
9-21, 23-35, 52, and 54-86 are readable thereon. Furthermore, claims 9-21, 23-35, 52, 
and 54-86 are generic to the enumerated dispersal actuations. 
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Applicant elects "Side Loading" cargo loading location. As herewith amended, 
claims 9-21, 23-35, 52, 54-67, 69, 71-72, and 74-86 are readable thereon. Furthermore, 
at least claims 9-21, 23-35, 52, 54-66, 75-81, and 85-86 are generic to the enumerated 
cargo loading locations. 

Applicant elects 'Tseudo Cargo Containers" cargo container type. As herewith 
amended, claims 9-21, 23-35, 52, and 54-86 are readable thereon. Furthermore, 9-21, 23- 
35, 52, and 54-86 are generic to the enumerated cargo container types. 
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D. Conclusion 



Applicants submit that the pending claims are in condition for allowance. 
Reconsideration of the application and claims is courteously solicited. 

The Examiner is invited to contact the undersigned attorney at (512)-347-1611 
with any questions, comments or suggestions relating to the referenced patent 
application. 



1 101 S. Capital of Texas Highway 
Building 0, Suite 200 
Austin, Texas 78746 
512/347-1611 
FAX 512/347-1615 



/William W. Endpre 
y Reg. No. 41,^35 

Attorney for Applicants 




O'Keefe, Egan & Peterman, LLP 



Date: 
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